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Police, Fire, and Search and Rescue Dogs and Police Horses; [Ch. 2019-9] 
Effective Date:  October 1, 2019 
 
Amends F.S. 843.19 by increasing the penalty for intentionally and knowingly causing great bodily harm, 
permanent disability, or death to, or using a deadly weapon upon, a police canine, fire canine, search and 
rescue canine, or police horse from a 3rd degree felony to a 2nd degree felony.   

Bill also adds a correctional canine to the definition of a police canine. 

Medical Use of Marijuana; [Ch. 2019-1] 
Effective Date:  March 18, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S. 381.986 as follows: 

• Amending the definition of a “marijuana delivery device” by clarifying that such devices include 
those which were dispensed from locations other than medical marijuana treatment centers, if the 
device was intended for medical use of marijuana by smoking.    

• Including smoking as a permitted medical use. 
• By adding the negative health risks associated with smoking marijuana to the informed consent 

that patients, parents, or legal guardians must review and sign.    
• Requiring a qualified physician who determines that smoking is appropriate route of 

administration for a qualified patient, who has not been diagnosed with a terminal condition to 
submit specific information to the appropriate board.      

• Prohibiting a qualified physician from issuing a physician certification for marijuana in a form for 
smoking to a patient under 18 years of age unless the patient is diagnosed with a terminal 
condition, the qualified physician determines that smoking is the most effective route of 
administration for the patient, and a second physician who is a board-certified pediatrician concurs 
with the determination. 

• Prohibiting a qualified physician from issuing a physician certification for more than three 70-day 
supply limits of marijuana or more than six 35-day supply limits of marijuana in a form for 
smoking.  

• A qualified physician may request an exception to the daily dose amount limit, the 35-day supply 
limit of marijuana in a form for smoking, and the 4-ounce possession limit of marijuana in a form 
for smoking by filing a request with the DOH.   
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Caregivers 
• Adding the additional exception allowing a patient to designate more than one caregiver if they are 

a participant in a research program in a teaching nursing home.     
• Allowing a caregiver to be registered for more than one patient, if they are participating in a 

research program in a teaching nursing home.   
 
Medical Marijuana Treatment Center 

• By prohibiting a treatment center that produces pre-rolled marijuana cigarettes from using 
wrapping paper made with tobacco or hemp. 

• Adding the requirement that marijuana in a form for smoking must be packaged in a sealed 
receptacle with a legible and prominent warning to keep away from children and a warning that 
states marijuana smoke contains carcinogens and may negatively affect health. Such receptacles 
for marijuana in a form for smoking must be plain, opaque, and white without depictions of the 
product or images other than the medical marijuana treatment center’s department-approved logo 
and the marijuana universal symbol. 

• Requiring DOH to adopt rules to regulate the types, appearance, and labeling of marijuana 
delivery devices dispensed from a medical marijuana treatment center. The rules must require 
marijuana delivery devices to have an appearance consistent with medical use. 

• Prohibiting dispensaries from dispensing more than a 70-day supply of marijuana within any 70-
day period to a qualified patient or caregiver. May not dispense more than one 35-day supply of 
marijuana in a form for smoking within any 35-day period to a qualified patient or caregiver. A 
35-day supply of marijuana in a form for smoking may not exceed 2.5 ounces unless an exception 
to this amount is approved by the department. 

• Prohibiting the dispersing or sale of any other type of cannabis, alcohol, or illicit drug-related 
product, including pipes or wrapping paper made with tobacco or hemp, other than a delivery 
device required for the medical use of marijuana.     

 
Applicability 

• Permits the restricting or limiting of smoking or vaping of marijuana on private property.  
• Permits the medical use of marijuana or a caregiver assisting with the medical use of marijuana in 

a nursing home.   
 
Prohibited Acts in Connection with Obscene or Lewd Materials; [Ch. 2019-45] 
Effective Date: October 1, 2019  
 
Bill amends F.S. 847.011 by prohibiting a person from knowingly selling, lending, giving away, 
distributing, transmitting, showing, or transmuting; offering to sell, lend, give away, distribute, transmit, 
show, or transmute; have in their possession, custody, or control with the intent to sell, lend, give away, 
distribute, transmit, show, or transmute; or advertise in any manner an obscene, child-like sex doll.  
 
A person who is convicted of a violation of this Statute commits a third degree felony for a first offense or 
a second degree felony for a second or subsequent conviction.   
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A person who knowingly has in their possession, custody, or control an obscene, child-like sex doll 
without intent to sell, lend, give away, distribute, transmit, show, transmute, or advertise the same, 
commits a misdemeanor of the first degree or a third degree felony for a subsequent offense.   
 
Lost or Abandoned Personal Property; [Ch. 2019-6] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S. 705.17(2), by adding theme parks or entertainment complex, as defined in F.S. 
509.013(9), or operated as a zoo, a museum, or an aquarium, or on the premises of a public food service 
establishment or a public lodging establishment licensed under part I of chapter 509 from the 
requirements of F.S. 705.105 - 705.106, if the owner or operator of such premises elects to comply with 
F.S. 705.185 (permits the operator of the establishment to hold the property for a specified time; after 
which is donated to a charitable organization). 
 
Federal Immigration Enforcement Act;  [2019-102] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019, with the exception of F.S. 908.107 (Enforcement against entities and 
officials who fail to comply) shall take effect on October 1, 2019 
 
Bill creates F.S. 908.101 - 908.109.  The Legislative intent of the Bill is to require local cooperation and 
assist with the federal government in the enforcement of federal immigration laws within this state.  Bill 
prohibits a state entity, law enforcement agency, or local governmental entity from adopting or having in 
effect a sanctuary policy and requires cooperation with federal immigration authorities.  Bill also requires 
any official, representative, agent, or employee of a state entity, local governmental entity, or law 
enforcement agency to promptly report a known or probable violation of this chapter to the attorney 
general or the state attorney having jurisdiction over the entity or agency.   
 
Any executive or administrative state, county, or municipal officer who violates their duties under this 
chapter may be subject to action by the Governor in the exercise of his or her authority under the State 
Constitution and state law. Pursuant to s. 1(b), Art. IV of the State Constitution, the Governor may initiate 
judicial proceedings in the name of the state against such officers to enforce compliance with any duty 
under this chapter or restrain any unauthorized act contrary to this chapter.  Additionally, the Attorney 
General may file suit against a local governmental entity or local law enforcement agency for declaratory 
or injunctive relief for a violation of this chapter.  If a local governmental entity or local law enforcement 
agency violates this chapter, the court must enjoin the unlawful sanctuary policy.  
 
Public Records/Victim of Mass Violence; [Ch. 2019-46] 
Effective Date:  Upon becoming law (May 23, 2019) 
 
Bill amends F.S. 119.071 (General exemptions from inspection or copying of public records) by adding an 
exemption for any photograph or video or audio recording that depicts or records the killing of a victim of 
mass violence.  Such depiction of recording is deemed confidential and exempt.  The Bill also deems the 
identity of any deceased victim as confidential and exempt, unless such release is required in the 
performance of the agency’s duties.      
 
A “killing of a victim of mass violence” is defined as events that depict either a victim being killed or the 
body of a victim killed in an incident in which three or more persons, not including the perpetrator, are 
killed by the perpetrator of an intentional act of violence. 
 
Bill also creates a procedure in which a court can order the release of the confidential and exempt 
information based on defined criteria.   



 Page 4 of 17 

 
Any custodian of a photograph or video or audio recording that depicts or records the killing of a victim 
of mass violence who willfully and knowingly violates this section commits a felony of the third degree.  
 
Public Records/Civilian Personnel Employed by a Law Enforcement Agency; [Ch. 2019-12] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S. 119.071 (General exemptions from inspection or copying of public records) by 
redefining “home address” as the dwelling location at which an individual resides and includes the 
physical address, mailing address, street address, parcel identification number, plot identification number, 
legal property description, neighborhood name and lot number, GPS coordinates, and any other 
descriptive property information that may reveal the home address.  The new definition expands the 
exemption for present and former sworn and civilian police personnel to include any information which 
may identify the personnel’s home address.  Additionally, the Bill provides a procedure for authorizing 
the release of protected information by the protected individual and removes the sunset provision.   
 
Off-highway Vehicles; [Ch. 2019-19] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S.S. 261.03 and 317.0003 (Definitions) by redefining: 
 

• “ATV” as any motorized off-highway or all-terrain vehicle 55 inches or less in width which has, a 
dry weight of 1,500 pounds or less, is designed to travel on three or more nonhighway tires, and is 
manufactured for recreational use by one or more persons. 

 
• “ROV” as any motorized recreational off-highway vehicle 80 inches or less in width which has, a 

dry weight of 2,500 or less, is designed to travel on four or more nonhighway tires, and is 
manufactured for recreational use by one or more persons. The term “ROV” does not include a 
golf cart as defined in F.S.S. 316.003 and 320.01 or a low speed vehicle as defined in F.S. 320.01. 

 
Bill also amends F.S. 316.2074 by redefining All-terrain vehicles as defined above.   
 
Public Records/Child Abuse, Abandonment, or Neglect; [Ch. 2019-49] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S. 39.202 (Confidentiality of reports and records in cases of child abuse or Neglect) by 
exempting not only the name of a reporter, but also any other identifying information.   
 
Infectious Disease Elimination Programs; [Presented to Governor on 6/13/19] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S. 381.0038 by creating the “Infectious Disease Elimination Act (IDEA) by:   
 

• Permitting a county commission to authorize a needle and syringe exchange program to operate 
within its boundaries at one or more fixed locations or through mobile health units. 

• Before an exchange program may be established, a county commission must: 
o authorize and approve the program under a county ordinance. 

o enter into a letter of agreement with the DOH regarding the operation of the program; 
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o enlist the local health department to provide consultation for the program;  

o contract with entities to operate the program such as a hospital, healthcare clinic, medical 
school, a licensed addictions receiving facility, or a not for profit HIV/AIDS service 
organization.  

• A program may only operate on a one-to-one exchange ratio, whereby a participant may receive 
one sterile needle and syringe unit in exchange for each used one. 

• A program may only be funded through grants and private donations.  

Lewd or Lascivious Exhibition; [Ch. 2019-50] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S. 800.09 by defining: 
 
”Employee” as: 

1. Any person employed by or performing contractual services for a public or private entity 
operating a state correctional institution or private correctional facility; or 
2. Any person employed by or performing contractual services for the corporation operating the 
prison industry enhancement programs or the correctional work programs under F.S. Chapter 946;  
3. Any person who is a parole examiner with the Florida Commission on Offender Review; or 
4. Any person employed at or performing contractual services for a county detention facility. 

 
“Facility” as a state correctional institution as defined in F.S.S. 944.02, or a private correctional facility as 
defined in F.S. 944.710, or a county detention facility as defined in F.S. 951.23. 
 
Public Records/Mental Health Treatment and Services; (Ch. 2019-51] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 and applies retroactively   
 
Bill amends F.S. 394.464 (Court records; confidentiality) by identifying all petitions for voluntary and 
involuntary admission for mental health treatment, court orders, and related records that are filed with or 
by a court as confidential and exempt.   
 
The disclosure of these records may be made by the clerk of the court, upon request, to the petitioner, 
petitioner’s attorney, respondent, respondent’s attorney, respondent’s guardian or guardian advocate, the 
respondent’s parent, guardian, legal custodian, or guardian advocate, if a minor, respondent’s treating 
health care practitioner, respondent’s health care surrogate or proxy, DCF, DOC, if the respondent is 
committed or is to be returned to their custody from DCF, a person or entity authorized to view records 
upon a court order for good cause.  
 
However, this Section does not preclude the clerk of the court from submitting the information required 
by F.S. 790.065 (Sale and delivery of firearms) to FDLE.   
 
Hazing (Andrew’s Law); Ordered engrossed and enrolled 
Effective Date:  October 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S. 1006.63 (Hazing) by creating expanding both the third degree felony and first degree 
misdemeanor crimes of hazing to include when a person solicits others to commit or is actively involved 
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in the planning of hazing.  Bill also includes former members the organization as potential victims of 
hazing.   
 
Lastly, the Bill provides immunity from prosecution for those who:  

1. was present at an event where, as a result of hazing, a person appeared to be in need of 
immediate medical assistance;  

2. was the first person to call 911 or campus security to report the need for immediate medical 
assistance;  

3. provided their own name, the address where immediate medical assistance was needed, and a 
description of the medical issue to the 911 operator or campus security at the time of the call; 
and  

4.  remained at the scene with the person in need of immediate medical assistance until such 
medical assistance, law enforcement, or campus security arrived and that they cooperated with 
such personnel on the scene.   

 
An individual is also immune from prosecution if they can establish that, before medical assistance, law 
enforcement, or campus security arrived on the scene of a hazing event, the person rendered aid to the 
hazing victim. “Rendering aid” includes, but is not be limited to, rendering CPR, clearing an airway, 
using a defibrillator, or rendering any other assistance to the victim which the person intended in good 
faith to stabilize or improve the victim’s condition while waiting for medical assistance, law enforcement, 
or campus security to arrive.  
 
Mental Health; Signed and presented to Governor on 6/13/19 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends the following statutes: 
 
F.S. 394.4615 (Clinical records; confidentiality) by permitting the release of information when a patient 
has communicated to a service provider a specific threat to cause serious bodily injury or death to an 
identified or a readily available person, if the service provider reasonably believes, or should reasonably 
believe according to the standards of their profession, that the patient has the apparent intent and ability to 
imminently or immediately carry out such threat.  When such communication declaration has been made, 
the administrator may authorize the release of sufficient information to provide adequate warning to the 
person threatened with harm by the patient. 
 
Information from the clinical record must be released when a patient has communicated to a service 
provider a specific threat to cause serious bodily injury or death to an identified or a readily available 
person, if the service provider reasonably believes, or should reasonably believe according to the 
standards of their profession, that the patient has the apparent intent and ability to imminently or 
immediately carry out such threat. When such communication has been made, the administrator must 
authorize the release of sufficient information to communicate the threat to law enforcement. A law 
enforcement agency that receives notification of a specific threat must take appropriate action to prevent 
the risk of harm, including, but not limited to, notifying the intended victim of such threat or initiating a 
risk protection order. A service provider’s authorization to release information from a clinical record 
when communicating a threat pursuant to this section may not be the basis of any legal action or criminal 
or civil liability against the service provider. 
 
F.S. 456.059 (Communications confidential; exceptions) by permitting the disclosure of confidential 
information to a potential victim, as necessary, when a patient is in a treatment relationship with the 
psychiatrist, the patient has communicated a specific threat to cause serious bodily injury or death to an 
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identified or readily available person, and the treating psychiatrist makes a clinical judgment that the 
patient has an apparent intent and ability to imminently or immediately carry out such threat.   
 
The Statute also requires the psychiatrist to notify law enforcement.  However, a law enforcement agency 
that receives notification of a specific threat under this section must take appropriate action to prevent the 
risk of harm, including, but not limited to, notifying the intended victim of such threat or initiating a risk 
protection order.  
 
F.S. 490.0147 (Confidentiality and privileged communications) by permitting a psychologist to disclose 
confidential information to a potential victim, as necessary, when a patient or client has communicated to 
the psychologist a specific threat to cause serious bodily injury or death to an identified or readily 
available person, and the psychologist makes a clinical judgment that the patient or client has the apparent 
intent and ability to imminently or immediately carry out such threat and the psychologist         
 
The Statute has the same mandatory requirement to report to law enforcement the information as a 
psychiatrist.  Similarly, law enforcement is under the same requirement to take appropriate action.     
 
F.S. 491.0147 (Confidentiality and privileged communications; clinical counseling and psychotherapy 
services) by permitting the disclosures of privileged information as described above.    
 
Vaping; [Ch. 2019-14] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends the Florida Indoor Air: Tobacco Smoke Act to the Indoor Air: Smoking and Vaping Act.  Bill 
also includes vaping in various statutes previously regulating smoking.  Additionally, the Bill preempts all 
regulation of vaping to the State.   
 
Implementation of Legislative Recommendations of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
Public Safety Commission; [Ch. 2019-22] 
Effective Date: Upon becoming law, unless otherwise expressed 
(Signed by Governor on 5/8/19)  
 
Safe-School Officers  

• Each district school board and superintendent must partner with law enforcement agencies or 
security agencies to establish or assign one or more safe-school officers at each school, including 
charter schools.  

• School boards must ensure charter schools have access to all safe-school officer options, and each 
school district may choose to implement any of the following options: 

1) School Resource Officer Program 

2) School Safety Officer Program 

3) School Guardian Program 

o Including teachers  

4) Contract with a School Security Guard (“D” or “G” licensee) 
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o The contract must specify who will conduct the training. 

o The training requirements include all requirements for school guardians. 

Guardian Program 
• A sheriff must provide access to a guardian program to assist district and charter schools in 

complying with the safe-school officer’s requirement. 

• A sheriff must establish a guardian program and provide training to district and charter school 
employees if the school board votes by a majority to implement a program. 

 
School Safety Specialists 

• Requires each superintendent designate a school safety specialist for the district for the 
supervision and oversight for all school safety and security personnel, policies, and procedures in 
the district.  

• Removes the requirement that a school safety specialist be a school administrator and allows 
LEOs employed by a Sheriff (located in the school district) to serve as a school safety specialist 
with the approval of the sheriff.  

o A school safety specialist from the sheriff’s office remains an employee of the sheriff’s 
office for purposes of compensation and benefits. 

o The sheriff and superintendent may agree to reimbursement or sharing of any associated 
costs.  

Funding 
• Safe School Allocation funding shall be prioritized to safe-school officers with each district 

receiving a minimum safe schools allocation.  

• The remaining balance will be distributed based on a revised formula for 2019-2020 with 1/3 of 
the remaining balance to be allocated to school districts based on the most recent crime index;  

• 2/3 allocated based on each district’s share of the state’s total unweighted full-time equivalent 
student enrollment.  

• If a district school board is required to assign a SRO or school safety officer, the charter school’s 
share of costs for that officer may not exceed the amount of funds allocated to the charter school.  

OGSR/Automated License Plate Recognition System; [Ch. 2019-16] 
Effective Date:  October 1, 2019 
 
Bill removed the sunset provision in F.S. 316.0777 (Automated license plate recognition systems; public 
records exemption) which identifies images and data containing or providing personal identifying 
information obtained through the use of an automated license plate recognition system and personal 
identifying information of an individual in data generated or resulting from images obtained through the 
use of an automated license plate recognition system as confidential and exempt from public disclosure.   
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The Bill also permits the disclosure of LPR data to a criminal justice agency in the performance of their 
official duties and to the registered owner, unless such disclosure constitutes active criminal intelligence 
or active criminal investigative information. 
 
OGSR/Payment of Toll on Toll Facilities/Identifying Information; [Ch. 2019-17] 
Effective Date October 1, 2019 
 
Bill removed the sunset provision in F.S. 338.155 (Payment of toll on toll facilities required; exemptions) 
which exempts certain individuals from the payment of tolls, including a law enforcement officer 
operating an official vehicle while on official law enforcement business.        
 
Death Benefits; [Ch. 2019-24] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill reenacts F.S. 112.19 (Law enforcement, correctional, and correctional probation officers; death 
benefits) by raising the sum to $75,000.00 (previously $50,000.00) to be paid when a law enforcement, 
correctional, or correctional probation officer, while engaged in the performance of the officer’s law 
enforcement duties, is accidentally killed or receives accidental bodily injury which results in the loss of 
the officer’s life, provided that such killing is not the result of suicide and that such bodily injury is not 
intentionally self-inflicted.     
 
Increases the sum to be paid to a law enforcement, correctional, or correctional probation officer who is 
accidentally killed as a result of the officer’s response to fresh pursuit; as a result of the officer’s response 
to what is reasonably believed to be an emergency; at the scene of a traffic accident to which the officer 
has responded; or while the officer is enforcing what is reasonably believed to be a traffic law or 
ordinance to $75,000.00 (previously $50,000.00).  This sum is in addition to the sum paid as described 
above. 
 
Increases the sum to be paid to a law enforcement, correctional, or correctional probation officer, while 
engaged in the performance of the officer’s law enforcement duties, who is unlawfully and intentionally 
killed or dies as a result of such unlawful and intentional act, to $225,000 (previously $150,000.00). 
 
Bill also creates F.S. 112.1912 (First responders; death benefits for educational expenses) which requires 
the State to waive certain educational expenses that the child or spouse of a deceased first responder 
incurs while obtaining a career certificate, an undergraduate education, or a postgraduate education. The 
amount waived by the state must be in an amount equal to the cost of tuition and matriculation and 
registration fees for a total of 120 credit hours. The child or the spouse may attend a state career center, a 
Florida College System institution, or a state university on either a full-time or part-time basis. The 
benefits provided to a child must continue until the child’s 25th birthday. The benefits provided to a 
spouse must commence within 5 years after the first responder’s death occurs and may continue until the 
10th anniversary of that death. 
 
Upon failure of any child or spouse who receives a waiver to comply with the ordinary and minimum 
requirements regarding discipline and scholarship of the institution attended, such benefits to the child or 
the spouse must be withdrawn and no further moneys may be expended for the child’s or spouse’s 
benefits so long as such failure or delinquency continues. 
 
Only a student in good standing in his or her respective institution may receive the benefits.  A child or 
spouse receiving benefits under this subsection must be enrolled according to the customary rules and 
requirements of the institution attended.   
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Incarcerated Women; [Ch. 2019-65] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill creates F.S. 944.242 which requires a correctional facility to make available health care products to 
incarcerated women at no cost.  “Health care products” includes:  feminine hygiene products, including 
tampons, moisturizing soap that is not lye-based, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and any other health care 
product the correctional facility deems appropriate. 
 
A correctional facility shall make available health care products to each woman in a quantity that is 
appropriate to the needs of the woman without a medical referral. A correctional facility may not require 
that a woman be diagnosed with an illness in order to access health care products.  These products must 
also be made available in common housing areas and in medical care facilities.   
 
The bill also prohibits a male correctional facility employee from conducting a pat-down search or body 
cavity search on an incarcerated woman unless the woman presents an immediate risk of harm to herself 
or others and a female correctional facility employee is not available to do the search.   
 
Additionally, a male correctional facility employee must announce his presence upon entering a housing 
unit for incarcerated women.  A male correctional facility employee may not enter an area of the 
correctional facility in which an incarcerated woman may be in a state of undress or an area where an 
incarcerated woman in a state of undress may be viewed, including, but not limited to, restrooms, shower 
areas, and medical treatment areas. If a female correctional facility employee is not available or if a 
female correctional facility employee requires assistance, a male correctional facility employee may enter 
such area only in the event of a medical emergency or if an incarcerated woman presents an immediate 
risk of harm to herself or others.  “State of undress” means not dressed or not fully dressed.   
 
If a male correctional facility employee conducts a pat-down search or  body cavity search or enters a 
prohibited area in an emergency situation as provided in paragraph (a) or paragraph (c), the male 
correctional facility employee shall document the incident, including the circumstances necessitating the 
male correctional facility employee’s actions, no later than 3 days after the incident. The correctional 
facility shall review and retain all documentation. 
 
Wireless Communications While Driving; [Ch. 2019-44] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019, unless otherwise provided 
 
Bill amends F.S. 316.305 by, creating a primary traffic offense for any person who operates a motor 
vehicle while manually typing or entering multiple letters, numbers, symbols, or other characters into a 
wireless communications device or while sending or reading data on such a device for the purpose of non-
voice or voice interpersonal communications, including, but not limited to, communication methods 
known as texting, e-mailing, and instant messaging.   
 
“Wireless communications device” means any handheld device used or capable of being used in a 
handheld manner which, that is designed or intended to receive or transmit text or character-based 
messages, access or store data, or connect to the Internet or any communications service as defined in F.S. 
812.15 and that allows text and voice communications.  
 
A motor vehicle that is stationary is not being operated.    
 
It is not a violation if the motor vehicle operator is:   
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• performing official duties as an operator of an authorized emergency vehicle as a law 
enforcement or fire service professional, or emergency medical services professional;   

• reporting an emergency or criminal or suspicious activity to law enforcement authorities;   
• receiving messages that are: a) related to the operation or navigation of the motor vehicle; 

b) safety-related information, including emergency, traffic, or weather alerts;  
• data used primarily by the motor vehicle;  
• radio broadcasts;  
• using a device or system for navigation purposes;   
• conducting wireless interpersonal communication that does not require manual entry of 

multiple letters, numbers, or symbols, except to activate, deactivate, or initiate a feature or 
function;  

• conducting wireless interpersonal communication that 124 does not require reading text 
messages, except to activate, deactivate, or initiate a feature or function; or  

• driving an autonomous vehicle.         
 
A law enforcement officer who stops a motor vehicle for a violation of must inform the operator of their 
right to decline a search of their wireless communications device and may not: 1) access the wireless 
communications device without a warrant, 2) confiscate the wireless communications device while 
awaiting issuance of a warrant; 3) obtain consent from the motor vehicle operator to search their wireless 
communications device through coercion or other improper method.  
 
If a crash resulting in death or personal injury is being investigated, a user's billing records for a wireless 
communications device or the testimony of or written statements from appropriate authorities receiving 
such messages may be admissible as evidence in any proceeding to determine whether a violation has 
been committed.   
 
When a citation is issued for a violation, the law enforcement officer must record the race and ethnicity of 
the violator.  This information shall be reported the DHSMV.   
 
Bill also creates F.S. 316.306 (School and work zones; prohibition on the use of a 169 wireless 
communications device in a handheld manner), which prohibits the operation of a motor vehicle while 
using a wireless communications device in a handheld manner in a designated school crossing, school 
zone, or work zone area as defined in F.S. 316.003(101). With regards to a work zone, it is only a 
violation if construction personnel are present or are operating equipment on the road or immediately 
adjacent to the work zone area.  
 
A vehicle that is stationary is not being operated. 
 
Additionally, from October 1, through December 31, 2019, a law enforcement officer may stop vehicles 
to issue verbal or written warnings for the purposes of informing and educating.   
 
The same exceptions, limitations, and reporting requirements as described in F.S. 316.305 apply.  
Additionally, officers must identify the type of communications device was being used in the comment 
section of the citation.  
 
Autonomous Vehicles; [Ch. 2019-101] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S. 316.003 (Definitions) by defining: 
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• “Automated Driving System” as the hardware and software that are collectively capable of 
performing the entire dynamic driving task of an autonomous vehicle on a sustained basis, 
regardless of whether it is limited to a specific operational design domain. 

• “Autonomous vehicle” as any vehicle equipped with an automated driving system. 
• “Dynamic driving task” as all of the real-time operational and tactical functions required to 

operate a vehicle in on-road traffic within its specific operational design domain, if any, excluding 
strategic functions such as trip scheduling and selection of destinations and waypoints. 

• “Fully autonomous vehicle” as a vehicle equipped with an automated driving system designed to 
function without a human operator.  

• “Operational design domain” as a description of the specific operating domain in which an 
automated driving system is designed to properly operate, including, but not limited to, roadway 
types, speed ranges, environmental conditions such as weather and time of day, and other domain 
constraints.  

• “On-demand Autonomous Vehicle Network” as a passenger transportation network that uses a 
software application or other digital means to connect passengers to fully autonomous vehicles, 
exclusively or in addition to other vehicles, for transportation, including for-hire transportation 
and transportation for compensation. 

• “Teleoperation System” as the hardware and software installed in a motor vehicle which allow a 
remote human operator to supervise or perform aspects of, or the entirety of, the dynamic driving 
task. The term “remote human operator” means a natural person who is not physically present in a 
vehicle equipped with an automated driving system who engages or monitors the vehicle from a 
remote location. A remote human operator may have the ability to perform aspects of, or the 
entirety of, the dynamic driving task for the vehicle or cause the vehicle to achieve a minimal risk 
condition as defined in F.S. 319.145(2). A remote human operator must be physically present in 
the United States and be licensed to operate a motor vehicle by a United States jurisdiction. 

 
Amended F.S. 316.062 (Duty to give information and render aid) by adding subsection (5) which exempts 
a fully autonomous vehicle operating with the automated driving system engaged in the event of a crash 
involving the vehicle if the vehicle owner, or a person on behalf of the vehicle owner, promptly contacts a 
law enforcement agency to report the crash or if the fully autonomous vehicle has the capability of 
alerting a law enforcement agency to the crash. 
 
Amends F.S. 316.063 (Duty upon damaging unattended vehicle or other property) by adding subsection 
(4) which exempts a fully autonomous vehicle operating with the automated driving system engaged in 
the event of a crash involving the vehicle if the vehicle owner, or a person on behalf of the vehicle owner, 
promptly contacts a law enforcement agency to report the crash or if the fully autonomous vehicle has the 
capability of alerting a law enforcement agency to the crash.   
 
Amends F.S. 316.065 (Crashes; reports; penalties) by adding subsection (5) which exempts a fully 
autonomous vehicle operating with the automated driving system engaged in the event of a crash 
involving the vehicle if the vehicle owner, or a person on behalf of the vehicle owner, promptly contacts a 
law enforcement agency to report the crash or if the fully autonomous vehicle has the capability of 
alerting a law enforcement agency to the crash. 
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Amends F.S. 316.1975 (Unattended motor vehicle) by exempting a fully autonomous vehicle operating 
with the automated driving system engaged. 
 
Amends F.S. 316.303 (Television receivers) by permitting the active display of moving television 
broadcast or prerecorded video entertainment content that is visible from the driver’s seat the vehicle 
when the vehicle is equipped with autonomous technology and is being operated with the automated 
driving system engaged in autonomous mode.   
 
Amends F.S. 316.305 (Wireless communications devices; prohibition) by permitting the use of wireless 
communications devices in an autonomous vehicle, while the vehicle’s automated driving system is 
engaged in autonomous mode. 
 
Amends F.S. 316.85 (Autonomous vehicles; operation; compliance with traffic and motor vehicle laws; 
testing) by: 

• permitting the operation of an autonomous vehicle by an unlicensed human operator.   
• Permitting a fully autonomous vehicle to operate in this state regardless of whether a human 

operator is physically present in the vehicle. 
• Identifying the person who causes the vehicle to operate in autonomous mode as the operator of 

the vehicle, unless the context otherwise requires, regardless of whether the person is physically 
present in the vehicle while the vehicle is operating with the automated driving system engaged in 
autonomous mode. 

• requiring that an on-demand autonomous vehicle network operate pursuant to state laws governing 
the operation of transportation network companies and transportation network company vehicles 
as defined in F.S. 627.748, except that any provision of F.S. 627.748 that reasonably applies only 
to a human driver does not apply to the operation of a fully autonomous vehicle with the 
automated driving system engaged while logged on to an on demand autonomous vehicle network. 
A fully autonomous vehicle with the automated driving system engaged while logged on to an on-
demand autonomous vehicle network must meet the insurance requirements in F.S. 627.749. 

• permitting an autonomous vehicle or a fully autonomous vehicle equipped with a teleoperation 
system may operate without a human operator physically present in the vehicle when the 
teleoperation system is engaged.  

 
Amends F.S. 319.145 (Autonomous vehicles) by requiring an autonomous vehicle registered in this state 
to meet the following requirements: 

• when required by federal law: 
o have been certified in accordance with federal regulations in 49 C.F.R. part 567 as being 

in compliance with applicable federal motor vehicle safety standards. 
o bear the required certification label or labels including reference to any exemption granted 

under applicable federal law. 
• be capable of being operated in compliance with the applicable traffic and motor vehicle laws of 

this state, regardless of whether the vehicle is operating with the automated driving system 
engaged. 

o if the autonomous vehicle is not fully autonomous, the vehicle must: have a system to  
safely alert a licensed human operator physically present in the vehicle if an automated 
driving system failure is detected while the automated driving system is engaged. When 
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an alert is given, the system must require the licensed human operator to take control of 
the autonomous vehicle or must achieve a minimal risk condition. The term “minimal risk 
condition” means a reasonably safe state, such as bringing the vehicle to a complete stop 
and activating the vehicle’s hazard lamps. 

• if the autonomous vehicle is fully autonomous, it must be able to achieve a minimal risk condition 
if a failure of the automated driving system occurs which renders that system unable to perform 
the entire dynamic driving task relevant to its intended operational design domain. 

• federal regulations promulgated by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration shall 
supersede this section when found to be in conflict with this section. 

 
Creates F.S. 627.749 (Autonomous vehicles; insurance requirements) which requires a fully autonomous 
vehicle with the automated driving system engaged while logged on to an on-demand autonomous vehicle 
network or engaged in a prearranged ride must be covered by a policy of automobile insurance which 
provides: 

1. Primary liability coverage of at least $1 million for death, bodily injury, and property damage. 
2. Personal injury protection benefits that meet the minimum coverage amounts required under 

F.S. 627.730-627.7405. 
3. Uninsured and underinsured vehicle coverage as required by F.S. 627.727. 

 
The coverage requirements may be satisfied by automobile insurance maintained by the owner of a fully 
autonomous vehicle with the automated driving system engaged while logged on to an on-demand 
autonomous vehicle network or engaged in a prearranged ride; automobile insurance maintained by the 
on-demand autonomous vehicle network; or any combination thereof. 
 
The owner or registrant of a fully autonomous vehicle, when the vehicle is not subject to the above 
insurance requirements must furnish proof of ability to respond in damages for the owner’s or registrant’s 
liability on account of crashes arising out of the use of a motor vehicle: 

1. in the amount of $1 million because of bodily injury to, or death of, one person in any one  
crash. 

2. subject to such limits for one person, in the amount of $1 million because of bodily injury to, or 
death of, two or more persons in any one crash. 

3. in the amount of $1 million because of injury to, or destruction of, property of others in any one 
crash. 

4. with respect to commercial motor vehicles and nonpublic sector buses that are fully 
autonomous vehicles, in the amounts specified in F.S. 627.7415 and 627.742, respectively. 

 
Motor Vehicles and Railroad Trains: [Ch. 2019-69] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S. 316.003, by clarifying that a railroad train is not a motor vehicle as defined in F.S. 
chapter 316.   
 
Bill also amends F.S. 316.068 (Crash Report Forms), by clarifying that the collection of information 
pursuant to a traffic crash involving a train is within the discretion of the investigating officer.  The Bill 
also clarifies that a member of a railroad train crew or a passenger on a railroad train is not a passenger for 
purposes of the traffic crash investigation.  However, a member of the railroad train crew shall furnish to 
an investigating officer the date, time, location of the crash, a description of the vehicles involved, the 
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names and addresses of the parties involved, and the train engineer’s and conductor’s federal certification, 
upon request of the law enforcement officer.     
 
Electronic Legal Documents; [Ch. 2019-71] 
Effective Date:  January 1, 2020 
 
Bill amends various states which authorizes online notarizations.  Bill establishes the specific 
requirements and standards for performing online notarizations and requires Department of State to adopt 
rules by January 1, 2020.   
 
Micromobility Devices; [Presented to the Governor on 6/13/19] 
Effective Date:  Upon becoming law  
 
Bill amends F.S. 316.003, by defining a “Micromobility Device” as “any motorized transportation device 
made available for private use by reservation through an online application, website, or software for 
point-to-point trips and which is not capable of traveling at a speed greater than 20 miles per hour on level 
ground. This term includes motorized scooters and bicycles as defined in this chapter.  
 
“Motorized Scooter” is defined as “any vehicle or micromobility device that is powered by a motor with 
or without not having a seat or saddle for the use of the rider, which is designed to travel on not more than 
three wheels, and which is not capable of propelling the vehicle at a speed greater than 20 miles per hour 
on level ground. 
 
Bill also amends F.S. 316.2128, by providing the operator of a “Micromobility Device” or “Motorized 
Scooter” as having all rights and duties as a rider of a bicycle, with the exception of requiring a seat and 
the use of a child seat.  Additionally, the operator of such devices is not required to have a driver’s license 
or insurance.   
 
Lastly, the Bill permits a local government to adopt an ordinance governing the operation of 
micromobility devices and motorized scooters on streets, highways, sidewalks, and sidewalk areas under 
the local government’s jurisdiction. 
 
Carrying of Firearms by Tactical Medical Professionals;  [2019-77] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S. 790.25, by permitting a tactical medical professional who are actively operating in direct 
support of a tactical operation by a law enforcement agency to carry a firearm (openly or concealed) 
provided that (a) the tactical medical professional is lawfully able to possess firearms and has an active 
concealed weapons permit; (b) is appointed to a law enforcement tactical team of a law enforcement 
agency by the head of the law enforcement agency; (c) the law enforcement agency has an established 
policy providing for the appointment, training, and deployment of the tactical medical professional; (d) 
the tactical medical professional successfully completes a firearms safety training and tactical training as 
established or designated by the appointing law enforcement agency; and (e) the law enforcement agency 
provides and the tactical medical professional participates in annual firearm training and tactical training.  
Additionally, the Bill affords tactical medical professionals the same immunities and privileges as a law 
enforcement officer, with the exception of arrest powers. 
 
The Bill does not authorize a tactical medical professional to carry, transport, or store any firearm or 
ammunition on any fire apparatus or EMS vehicle.  Additionally, the Bill requires the appointing law 
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enforcement agency to issue any firearm or ammunition that the tactical medical professional carries in 
the performance of their duties.  
 
A “tactical medical professional” is defined as a paramedic, physician, or osteopathic physician, who is 
appointed to provide direct support to a tactical law enforcement unit by providing medical services at 
high-risk incidents, including, but not limited to, hostages incidents, narcotics raids, hazardous 
surveillance, sniper incidents, armed suicidal persons, barricaded suspects, high risk felony warrant 
service, fugitives refusing to surrender, and active shooter incidents. 
 
Alcohol or Drug Overdose Prosecutions;  [Ch. 2019-81] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S. 562.11 (Selling, Giving, or Serving Alcohol to a Minor) by providing immunity to a 
person who gives alcohol to a minor if, acting in good faith, they seek medical assistance for the minor 
who is experiencing, or believed to be experiencing, an alcohol-related overdose, if the evidence for such 
offense was obtained as a result of the person’s seeking medical assistance. In order to take advantage of 
the immunity the person must remain at the scene until emergency medical services personnel arrive and 
must cooperate with the emergency medical services personnel and law enforcement officers at the scene.  
Bill also provided immunity from prosecution for a minor who experiences, or has a good faith belief that 
they are experiencing, an alcohol-related overdose and is in need of medical assistance.  
 
Bill amends F.S. 893.21 (Alcohol-related or drug-related overdoses; medical assistance; immunity from 
arrest, charge, prosecution, and penalization), by providing the same immunity as described above for 
alcohol or drug related incidents.   
 
Motor Vehicle Racing;  [Presented to Governor on 6/13/19] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S. 316.191 (Racing on highways) by creating a misdemeanor arrest exception when an 
officer has probable cause to believe that an individual committed a racing offense.    
 
Pub. Rec./ Petition for Certain Protective Injunctions;  [Ch. 2019-39] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S. 119.0714, declaring that any information that can be used to identify a petitioner or 
respondent in a petition for an injunction against domestic violence, repeat violence, dating violence, 
sexual violence, stalking, or cyberstalking and any affidavit, notice of hearing, and temporary injunction 
is confidential and exempt from public disclosure, until the respondent has been personally served with a 
copy of the petition for injunction, affidavit, notice of hearing, and temporary injunction. 
 
State Hemp Program; [Presented to the Governor on 6/14/19] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill creates F.S. 581.217 (State hemp program) by authorizing the Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services (DACS) to create a state hemp program.  

• Requires the DACS to submit a plan to the U.S. Department of Agriculture for the regulation and 
cultivation of hemp;  

• Provides for licensure requirements and requires DACS to adopt rules for establishing procedures 
by August 1, 2019, including procedures for testing the THC concentration of cultivated hemp.  
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• Provides for packaging specifications related to the retail sale of hemp extract, including a 
statement on packaging stating the THC concentration does not exceed 0.3 percent on a dry-
weight basis.  

 
“Hemp” may not contain a total THC concentration greater than 0.3 percent on a dry-weight basis.  
 
Defines “hemp extract” as a substance intended for ingestion that is derived from or contains hemp and 
that does not contain other controlled substances.  
  
DNA Database; [Ch. 2019-91] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S. 943.325 (DNA database) by adding to the legislative intent that a match between the 
Florida database and a state or federal database of certain offenders may be used to find probable cause 
for the issuance of a warrant for arrest.  
 
Cyberharassment;  [Ch. 2019-53] 
Effective Date:  July 1, 2019 
 
Bill amends F.S. 784.049 (Sexual Cyberharassment), by defining “personal information” as any 
information that identifies an individual, including, but not limited to, a name, a postal or an e-mail 
address, a telephone number, a social security number, a date of birth, or any unique physical 
representation.   
 
The amendment redefines “Sexual Cyberharassment” as the publishing on an internet website or the 
dissemination via electronic means to another person a sexually explicit image of a person that contains or 
conveys the personal identification information of the depicted person without their consent, for no 
legitimate purpose, with the intent to cause substantial emotional distress to the person.          
 


